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What was the project about?


During the second semester in Youth Power, we learned about human trafficking.  A senior came into the class and taught us about this subject as a part of her senior project.  We learned that human trafficking is a form of modern day slavery.  To enforce that fact, we watched a video on human trafficking and answered a series of questions about it.  One of the facts we learned from the video was that human trafficking can happen anywhere in the world and to anyone.  Also, we learned that Houston, Texas is the sex capital of the nation.  After learning about human trafficking, we found our city’s representatives and learned about House Bill 5661 and Senate Bill 0605.  We then emailed letters to them, explaining why House Bill 5661 and Senate Bill 0605 should be passed.  I got a letter back from on of my representatives, explaining how he would do all he could to help pass it.
Which habit of mind did you develop?


This project expresses the habit of mind called self-understanding.  Through doing this project, I learned that I have a passion for helping people.  I knew I liked to help people, but I didn’t know I’d enjoy it this much.  When I sent the letter to my representatives, I felt accomplished.  I felt like I’d done something for the world, to make it just a little better.  I learned that I was a regular student by doing this project.  A regular student can make a huge difference in this world, even by doing little things.  I have discovered that I am shy, even when I am not talking to someone face to face.  This project shows I am proficient in this habit of mind because when I expressed my feelings for human trafficking through a letter, I realized what I love.  I absolutely love helping people. 
GSE


This project meets GSE standard C&G 3.  This GSE states that I must know how “in a democratic society, all people have certain rights and responsibilities”.  I meet this GSE because I realize that people who are trafficked have lost their rights.  They cannot eat when they want to, they are not allowed contact with the outside world, and they cannot even talk to their families, whether they are in another country or down the street.  These people need their rights back.  It is not right to be forced into or out of things, and it is our responsibility as capable citizens to do something about this problem.  It is all people’s responsibility to do something about what they know is wrong.  The action can be as simple as writing a letter, like I did.  I can still do more, though, like donate to a fund like the Polaris Project, to help those who are out of the trafficking system. 
