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Trial Statements of Ernesto “Che” Guevara (Mock Trial)
Paragraph One: What was this project about?
          For this project, each person in the class was assigned a role so we could hold a mock trial and decide whether Ernesto “Che” Guevara was a murderer.  Once a person had their role, they had to use facts to write a trial brief.  I was assigned to be a jury member, along with six other people.  The trial brief was supposed to be un-biased, so all jury members had to write about why Ernesto “Che” Guevara could have been guilty, but also why he could have been innocent.  I said that Guevara could have been guilty because of a quote I found that stated Guevara would dip his weapons in blood.  I said that he could have been found innocent because he helped people with leprosy and treated them as equal.  When the trial brief was completed, we had to share a copy of it with the rest of the jury members.  Finally, the trial was held and the jury decided on the verdict.  We decided that Ernesto “Che” Guevara was guilty using our prior knowledge and the things that we learned and felt during the trial.
Paragraph Two: Which habit of mind does this project demonstrate?
          This project demonstrates collaboration.  Collaboration is the ability to work together effectively to accomplish a goal.  This project shows that I can work in a group because for much of the project, I was sharing the papers I wrote with fellow jury members and letting them either correct them or read them so they could acquire more information about Guevara’s actions and beliefs.  I did the same for the others by helping them fix their papers and acquiring information from them.  Each paper had a different quote or explanation of a quote that gave me new insight on Guevara.  The jury members talked about what Guevara did when near a certain group of people, like kill a traitor or help the sick.   We also had to agree on a verdict together.  Some of the group members did not have their papers with them, though.  It was difficult not having the information right in front of me, so I could not complete directed notes, and neither could the other jury members.  We had to either print them out in class or listen to a verbal overview of their paper.  It was hard, but we got through it by listening closely for details and writing them down.
Paragraph Three: What GSE skill does this project meet?
          This project meets GSE Standard 3: History.  This GSE states that the student must be able to “show proof they can investigate, interpret, and analyze a person/event from many different historical viewpoints”.  I show this skill because I was asked to look at both sides of the argument while writing my trial brief.  I had to state why Guevara could have been a liberator, but also why he could have been a murderer.  For example, I explained that Guevara could have been a liberator when I stated that Guevara treated each of his leprosy patients as equals.  Also, in the end, I was asked to decide whether Guevara was a liberator or not by using opinion and facts based on what the lawyers from either side had showed to us when the witnesses were asked questions.  The witnesses explained many of Guevara’s wrong-doings, like his killing of many people personally, because he did not only oversee the killing of people.  They also asked questions about what helpful things Guevara did.  The witnesses answered with believable stories about how Guevara’s actions helped get them out of poverty.  These things helped me to decide that Guevara was guilty because I weighed their importance using the morals I have.  I also used my knowledge.  As an honors student, I read a comic book that showed me Guevara’s travels and actions more in depth.  This comic book showed me where Guevara started and how he got to believe in communism.  The extra background information was helpful because I knew where the witnesses’ information was coming from.  It helped me to make a decision, ultimately because I saw Guevara’s harshness and thought that that counted for more than his intentions. 
Paragraph Four: Is “Che” Guevara a murderer or a liberator?
          I believe that “Che” Guevara was a murderer.  He did kill many people to get what he wanted.  Guevara admitted to using force in the trial.  He hurt many people on his way to success and I think that that was not necessary.  Though Guevara helped people, it does not bring his killings to less importance.  People do good deeds everyday, yet to kill another person is one of the worst things someone can do. I believe that Guevara was a murderer because of the people he worked with, including Fidel Castro.  I also believe he was a murderer because of the extremes he went to so he could get what he wanted.
