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Portfolio Piece: Does Religion solve or Cause Conflict Research Paper


What was the project about?
           The essential question to be answered by this project was "does religion cause or solve conflicts".  To answer this essential question, I researched the war happening in Northern Ireland.  I found that this war was an intra-religious war between the Catholics and Protestants.  I also found that this fight between them started in around 1641, when there was a massacre of the Catholics.  Finally, I found information about the Christian religion's Bible, and inferred from reading certain passages that Christians do not approve of war.   After finding all the information I needed , I wrote a research paper, explaining both sides of the argument.  I also included a paragraph explaining how religion does not affect war at all.  After writing my research paper, I participated in a Socratic Seminar.  During this seminar, I had a discussion with seven other people in my Honors class about whether religion solves or caused conflict.  I can use the skills of writing a proper research paper in real life because I will need to write papers in college and probably for my job, too.  I can use my discussion skills to express my opinion in a formal way.  I can also use my discussion skills to learn information from the people around me. 


Which habit of mind does this project demonstrate?
           The habit of mind this project represents is expression.  To show expression, I  need to "learn how to create work that shows an idea, feeling, or a personal meaning."  To help others understand my opinion, I participated in the Socratic Seminar.  To prepare for the seminar, I read other people's research papers to gain knowledge on their subjects.  I used my own research paper to review for the seminar and form my own opinions.  During the seminar, I listened to the other people in my group speak and then I added on to what they said and expressed ideas of my own.  For example, during this seminar, I said that "involving religion in wars can force people to choose one side or the other" and that "religion helps bring people to your side" when we were talking about whether religion causes conflicts.  Overall, this project has helped me develop expression because I showed my opinions and ideas to a group of people while in class.


What GSE skills does this project meet?                                    

One GSE that this project meets is the English and Social Studies GSE Standard 10-8.2: Evidence.  This GSE states that students must be able to “use historical information and anthropological facts to prove a point”.  That means that I must be able to uses facts to prove my point.  I show this GSE skill because throughout my research paper, I use and cite facts having to due with the war in Northern Ireland.  For example, I wrote that “the anniversary of this massacre is July twelfth, and the Catholics remember it every year, fearing a repetition” and cited it with the name “Center for Reduction of Religious-Based Conflict” because that is where I got the information.  This is historical information because this massacre actually happened in 1641.  By using this fact, I was trying to prove that religion does cause conflicts.  I also included facts about things included in the Christians’ Bible.  For example, I included the fact that Clement of Alexandria wrote: “… he who holds the sword must cast it away and that if one of the faithful becomes a soldier he must be rejected by the Church, for he has scorned God.  By this, he meant that no Christian should be violent or shoe signs of violence.  I used facts historical events to prove that religion causes, solves, and has nothing to do with war, so that means that I meet GSE standard 10-8.2.
Another GSE that this project meets is the English and Social Studies GSE Standard 10-2: Oral Communication.  This GSE states that students must be able to “respond to questions in a structured discussion using factual information”.  This means that I must be able to have a discussion about something while also using facts to prove a point.  I meet this GSE skill because I participated in a Socratic Seminar.  During this seminar, I both talked and listened to what other people had to say about religion causing and solving conflicts.  During this seminar, there were four rounds and I got to talk during two of them.  To include factual information when it was my turn, I filled out an organizer that included facts about the conflicts in China, the Middle East, and Northern Ireland, for example.  During the seminar I referenced the sheet I filled out for clarification on what other people said and also to form new opinions as people talked.  So, I meet this GSE skill because I participated in an organized, informational discussion, called a Socratic Seminar.
